Ij2                                 PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMEN

They differ among themselves according to their education,
nationality, religion, race, and the period in which they live. But
their essential kernel always remains the same. We find this type of
woman even in prehistoric times as Autonoe, the Intuitive One, in
whom dwells the feeling of what is right and what is wrong, who is
wise and understanding even though lacking that strength of intellect
which is man's instrument for acquiring knowledge.

All these women, in so far as they remain within the normal
limits of their psychologic structure, show complete sexual readiness
toward their partners, provided, however, that certain definite
conditions are fulfilled. Because of their passivity, in them more than
in any other type, the awakening of the orgastic response depends
largely on the man's ability to arouse the existing readiness and
overcome the normal inhibition. What is in question here is not at
all the so frequently over-stressed and even ridiculous demand made
upon men by several sexologists, that.they heighten the woman's
erotic excitability (in the physical sense) by their dexterity. The road
to the feminine woman as a sexual object leads through the psyche,
and all the four fundamental factors noted above must be taken into
account if her conditions are to be met. Her inhibition can be
strengthened as a result of her narcissism, masochism, tie to former
objects, and motherliness; and each of these four factors, if present
to an excessive degree, can become a source of frigidity. Especially
in favour of the last-named component does the feminine woman
often renounce orgastic gratification, without in the least suffering
in her psychic health. But even if motherliness is not involved, she
often tolerates her own sexual inhibition without losing her all-
embracing warmth and harmony.